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Monthly message for kids - What is the perfect family?
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

All around the world children find themselves in family situations that may be very different from their friends. Sadly today the "typical" family of father, mother and two children is often not so typical. Some children find themselves in a family with just one parent (maybe because of death, abandonment, or one parent has to work far away such as in the military). Because of divorce, many children's parents no longer live together and the child constantly moves from one home to the other. When a parent remarries, a child may suddenly have to accept not just a new parent but also new brothers and sisters. And then of course, there is the sad situation where a child loses both parents and must go to live with relatives or in a temporary or children's home. As adults we all personally know children who fit into each of these scenarios and our hearts break for what they have to experience when sadness or tragedy disrupts their little lives.

And yet from a child's perspective, most children at one point or another, look at their own familiar family situation compared to those of their friends and say dramatically "Ooooh I wish I lived in so-and-so's family!" God's plan from the beginning was for us to grow up in a family so that we could gradually learn about life and how to interact with other people - even though He knew there would be no perfect family situation!

In the Bible we find there are many famous men and women of God who grew up with very difficult family situations. Joseph, Saul and David were all the youngest of large families with maybe 10 brothers, not counting sisters! God chose them for special tasks and their brothers either couldn't believe it or were jealous - even to the point of selling them into slavery! John the Baptist was an only child as his parents were both old when he was born. We don't know how old he was when they died, but history tells us that he went to live with a religious group living in the desert when he was still young. Samuel had brothers and sisters but because of his mother's vow to God, was sent at a very young age to be raised by the priests in the tabernacle. Even Esther was an orphan and was raised by her cousin. Yet all of these, in spite of real sadness and loss during their childhood, grew up to be great men and women of God.


God knows that within our own family situation there will be trials and struggles. It is natural to compare our situation with what seems to be so much better in someone else's family, but we must remember that we never really know the whole story about their life either! When things get tough, God does not want us to run away to find a "better" place to live. Instead He wants us to stay and work through those problems and learn how to deal with "life". He wants us to learn that we can't always have what we want; that we must forgive (especially those closest to us) - and especially He wants us to learn to trust Him to take care of us and guide us through the rough times. This will help us grow up to be strong and faithful Christians who can help others and be examples of God's love. 
