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Monthly message for kids - Do you like school?
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Do you like to go to school? I always enjoyed learning new things in school, but I know people who hated it! Maybe it was because they had a bad experience when they first started school around age 5 - like my husband, Gerald, who was beaten up by some bigger boys on his first day!! Or maybe someone struggles with learning to read and write or doing math, so that child starts to feel he's not as clever as everyone else. Sometimes a very bright child has been learning at home with his family and finds school boring.....and I know some little children who have a hard time just sitting still and so they always get in trouble!

Maybe you wish you didn't have to go to school or do homework, but did you know that in many countries there are children who can't go to school? They may live far away from the nearest school; or perhaps their family is so poor that they can't afford the school supplies and there is no help from government or helpful organizations. If you were to ask many such children if they wanted to go to school, I'm sure that most would be very eager to do so! I remember when we lived in a small town in Mexico, we knew some elderly women who had never been to school and couldn't count above 10. They were unable to read or write and so couldn't even read a bible. When they bought things in the market and were told how much they had to pay, they merely held out a handful of coins and trusted the storekeeper to only take what was due!

The book of Proverbs in the Bible talks a lot about learning to gain knowledge and wisdom to make good choices: "Smart people want more knowledge. But a foolish person just wants more foolishness." Proverbs 15:14 (Int. Children's Bible) and Proverbs 12:1 says: "Anyone who loves learning accepts being corrected. But a person who hates being corrected is stupid." (ICB). When we take tests or get grades in school, sometimes we don't do as well as we would like, and this makes us want to give up or even hate school. But instead we should realize that we may have to work harder on some subjects (perhaps find someone older to help us) until we can get better. School is not just about teaching us to read or do math problems - it shows us that there are so many fascinating things to learn about in the world. Once you can read, you can learn so many things from books or the Internet. You may not like math but if you enjoy sports it is helpful to understand about measurements and statistics - and you may suddenly find you are actually using what you learned in school! God wants us all to be able to learn and understand more about the earth so we can take good care of it; and He has special plans for each of us so we need to do the best we can to learn and not just give up and be lazy! 2 Timothy 2:15:  "Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth." (NLT) 
