Monthly message for kids – Teaching the basics of Christian belief (Part Three)
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Continuing on with our present series, we want to remind ourselves of the four basic steps: recognizing our sin;  repentance;  receiving God’s forgiveness;  and having our relationship with God restored. We've discussed how God's Word shows us when we have sinned. The second step is that the Holy Spirit leads us to repentance. Many adults have a hard time understanding the work of the Holy Spirit - but (just as with electricity and the Internet that I still struggle to understand!) we don't have to completely understand something before it can operate in our lives! Jesus clearly taught his disciples about the Holy Spirit - particularly in John chapters 14 and 16. The Holy Spirit is that part of God that came, after Jesus ascended to Heaven, to be our "comforter, counselor, helper, advocate, strengthener... forever". John 14:16 (AMP). Jesus said that the Holy Spirit "... will teach you everything. He will cause you to remember all the things I told you. This Helper is the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name." John 14:26 (ICB). John16:8 goes on to state: "When the Helper comes, he will prove to the people of the world the truth about sin, about being right with God, and about judgment."

As Christian parents we can trust that the Holy Spirit wants to work in our children to help and guide them also, but it is up to us to teach them how to respond by repenting. It is not sufficient just to admit they have sinned and say they are sorry. 2 Corinthians 7:10a says: " Being sorry in the way God wants makes a person change his heart and life. This leads to salvation, and we cannot be sorry for that. .." (ICB) To repent means that we are truly sorry that we committed the sin, and we decide that we never want to do so again. We prove we have repented by making a change in our behavior.  A simple little parable that Jesus told in Matthew 21:28-31 tells of two brothers who were told by their father to go to work. The first replied "I will not" but later changed his mind and went anyway. The second said that he would go, but did not go. Jesus asked which of the two had done the will of his father, and the answer was the first son. Although he appeared to disobey his father, his actions proved that he had repented and had a change of heart. 

Of course the longer story of the Prodigal Son (found in Luke 15) illustrates repentance superbly and is also simple enough to be understood by little children - especially if it can be told using terms they can readily understand. Our website version of the Prodigal Son in the series Bible Bedtime Stories may be helpful, and can also be adapted to suit the local culture and location so the children can even more easily relate to it. Helping little ones hear such parables over and over and become familiar with them, is a good way to help them understand about repentance.
