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  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As we come to the end of this short series, we are reminded that we are trying to teach our children to firstly recognize when they sin (or are tempted to!) - and it is God's Word that clearly shows us this and helps us make good choices; secondly, it is the Holy Spirit that convicts us of sin and leads us to repent of it. Our 5 year old granddaughter recently experienced this and I was able to help her recognize that the sick feeling she felt inside was actually the Holy Spirit being sad. Repentance is when we are not only sorry, but make the decision NOT to do it again, and take steps to change our life so we will be less likely to do so in the future. But there is an important third step that should follow - that is to RECEIVE God's forgiveness!

If we have wronged someone here on earth, we should go and ask their forgiveness. (Forgiveness is a whole different topic that also needs to be addressed!). Hopefully they will give it to us, but occasionally we find that they refuse to and continue to hold our sin against us. This usually destroys our relationship with them, and there may be little we can do to prevent that. Sometimes the results of our sin are so far-reaching that we feel haunted by them and cannot forgive ourselves for our failure. But God's plan of salvation is to give us HOPE and a restored relationship with Him. 

The 1st letter of John talks in detail about this special relationship (or fellowship) we can have with Jesus and our Heavenly Father. In verse 7 we read that Jesus' shed blood cleanses us from all sin and guilt. Yet immediately it goes on in verse 8 to say that we all don't STAY clean, but we continue to fall short or sin. Repentance is something we must keep on doing each time we sin as we keep growing stronger in our faith and walk with God. Verse 9 holds the key: "But if we confess our sins, God will forgive us. We can trust God to do this. He always does what is right. He will make us clean from all the wrong things we have done." (ERV). We can TRUST God to forgive us - because He loves us and WANTS to keep this special relationship and fellowship with each one of us. Acts 3:19 says "So turn away from your sins. Turn to God. Then your sins will be wiped away. The time will come when the Lord will make everything new." (NIRV) 

As adult Christians, especially parents, it is OUR job to always be an example of this kind of loving Father relationship to our children. In Luke 15, the father of the Prodigal son was wise, patient and steadfast as he allowed his son to suffer the consequences of his poor choices until the boy finally took responsibility for his actions and repented, asking forgiveness. THEN the father welcomed him home, forgiving him and helping him to start afresh. As we continue to be good examples to our children, they will gradually have a better understanding of this special relationship we can each enjoy with our Heavenly Father.
