Report from Pastor Sika, June 2018

Current Socio-Economic Life in Togo

I hereby express my sincere greetings and gratefulness to you for your spiritual and financial support to all of my family and my ministry in Togo. I sincerely pray that God Almighty provides you with all His blessings.

All my apologies for the delay of the current report which is due to the current political situation of my country which has paralyzed activities. We therefore request your prayers for our safety to move about freely in our tasks as demonstrations and riots are often organized by the opposition parties to counteract the plans of the government. In such a difficult context, the missionary task remains a tedious work to be prayed for due to frequent presence of the military in the streets to frighten the population and the poor connection network which the government has purposely rendered problematic and really expensive. 
My country really needs your prayers as the disastrous political and economic situation foreshadows an imminent insecurity to explode. Beside all this, my wife and I have been sick all the way long. I suffered from heart problems but thank God now I am feeling better. In spite of the whole fear surrounding us, the Lord continues to strengthen me and encourage me for the ministry. We are very grateful to the Lord for sustaining us in our daily life and for enabling us to perform the activities the details of which come as follows.

Baptism In Bethania Baptist Church
We are grateful to the Lord for our first Bethania Baptist Church based in Lome. About 8 newly converted souls have been baptized and have joined the church. We request your prayers for the growth of the new souls who really need to stand unshakably in the ways of the Lord. 
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We do renew our sincere thanks to you for your prayers on behalf the Bethania Baptist Church in Togo. Your support, both spiritual and financial, helps us achieve amazing results regarding the spiritual growth of the church. Series of teachings are frequently organized in order to strengthen the faith of the people. We devote much importance to those teaching sessions which according to me will be used by the Holy Spirit to change the minds of the people and orient them towards a godly life.
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Training Ministry
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Thanks to the strengthening of the Lord, I have been able to organize training for the volunteers who assist us in the ministry. These volunteers need to be truly reinforced in their capacities to work for the advancement of the Lord’s ministry should be enhanced in order for the mission field work to be efficient. The overall partners participating in the training in order to be reinforced in the framework of the salvation of souls and the training of the saved.
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Church Start in the village of Agbanakin

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


By God’s grace, our church activities could effectively start in the village of Agbanakin, the village reputed for its radical opposition to the Gospel. It is an area of extremely difficult access to the Gospel. It is in this scope that we have deemed it necessary to start the church with kids. And yet, we are far from finding peace to pursue activities since the fetish priests of the village accuse us for stealing the kids and for being involved in child trafficking. This church start is followed by certificates awarded after the distribution of Shoe-Boxes. 
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Some of the children are being transported in chariot from remote places in order to attend the church services. We need your prayers for the strengthening of the church in the village of Agbanakin and for the means to plant churches in the neighboring villages.

Orphan Ministry
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Our orphan ministry is graciously developing as the orphans are in perpetual contact with the Gospel progressively changing their lives through the power of the Holy Spirit. These children constantly need your prayers for their spiritual growth in order for all your endeavors on their behalf not to be vain. All our gratefulness to God Almighty who has personally provided us with a successful seasonal harvest. All of the food crops will be soon reaped despite the latest abundant rain. We are midway of the rainy season which is a favorable period for mosquitoes. Our orphans are the constant prey of these mosquitoes and are subjected to the disease of malaria which is common place in our areas. For the care of the orphans, we request from you to pray for a total amount $1,200 to be provided on a monthly basis for the food, the clothing and the medical care of the orphans in addition to the financial help granted to the supervisors of the orphans. The final photo shows me trying to experience long hours of hard work on farm under the sun with traditional means used here for farming. This reminds me of old days with my parents.
Evangelism in areas never reached by the Gospel

God is faithful and almighty. He has promised that his Word would reach the ultimate audience. His promise is once again fulfilled in the framework of our ministry as our hearts always burdens the longing to reach out difficult areas still unattained by the Gospel. This burning desire has resulted in sharing of the Gospel with communities and areas where the Gospel has never reached.
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This achievement is only possible through the strengthening of the Lord and thanks to the distribution of the Shoe-Boxes which play a crucial role in my church planting ministry. Therefore, villages of more difficult access than Agbanakin have been under our prospection and reached out with the Gospel
Fetish Priests and Charlatans in contact with the Gospel

We were able to preach to a group of fetish priests and charlatans in the hamlet of Adame which is located some 20 miles from Agbanakin. In the second photo, one of the fetish priests is surrounded in his shrine by his idols. Despite his devotion to his idols which he believes are the sources of his power, he lives in a desperate economic condition, making difficultly ends meet and living in a shack which leaves to be desired. Despite his unwillingness to repent, I felt the necessity to help him with $10.
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Here, I am standing next to the biggest idol which is supposed to be the protector of the people of the village of Adame and which is posted just at the entrance of the village. The people of Adame have strong faith in this idol. We need to seriously pray for them to be delivered from the powers of darkness.

Door-to-Door Evangelism

[image: image26.jpg]


In our process of implementing the Great Commission, we have organized door-to-door evangelism which proves really efficient in our plan of reaching out families. 
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This family is a pagan family to which I have preached in one of the villages and which has accepted the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ without any resistance. However, their village is far away from Lome and there is the necessity to plant a church in their vicinity. Here is the shrine of the village. All the peoples have this place as their temple of worship. 
To the right is a family which has been deeply rooted in Catholicism and which even find it difficult for them to pray in the Name of Jesus instead of Mary. Thanks to Bible study sessions with them, they have come to the understanding of the Gospel. They therefore need our prayers to keep on the right track.

Risky Mission Trips

Most of the villages in our project of evangelism church planting are of difficult access. There is no way for us accessing these places except for the necessity to cross the river. We feel thus obliged to comply with the requirements of crossing the river with traditional canoes, which is very risky especially during these times of the rainy season.
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These images picture the hardship and suffering experienced in order to cross the river with traditional means of transport upon water.  There happen to be wrecks, especially in times of rainy weather and most people die by drowning. Here I am preaching the Gospel to people on the other side of the river
Evangelism in the North of Togo
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Our evangelistic tasks carried out up North have resulted in the salvation of a yoghurt seller. It is all about a Muslim having never heard the Gospel before but who thought to have been worshipping God through Muslim practices. Upon hearing the Gospel and worried about his future in eternity did not hesitate to become a Christian. 

Evangelism through Soccer Games
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Still longing to bring lost souls to the Lord, there is also another way used to reach out for souls with the Gospel: the organization of football competitions. Praise God, as He touched the heart of two people.

Operation Christmas Child
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We are grateful to the Lord for the lives of those who send us the shoe-boxes for the salvation of souls in Togo. We are making wise use of this donation to bring children to the Lord and through these kids we can reach out their parents for Christ especially in the hostile areas in TOGO  . 


Difficulties to Move About

We are currently facing crucial need of means of transport for our activities on the mission fields. Therefore, the need to purchase a new car and two motorcycles has become a pressing necessity in order to solve the problem of difficulties of displacement for us and our local volunteers. 

There is also the need of financial means to help on a frequent basis our local volunteers.

To conclude, we long to express our thanks to your perfect engagement for the cause of Jesus Christ in Togo. Thanks for your prayers and help for all the tremendous achievements in the Lord in the framework of our ministry. We sincerely request of you to pray for my health and the health of my wife and all of my children. We request your prayers for the schooling of my children as most of their tuition fees remain to be paid. Please, do not forget the orphans and pray for their needs. We do not cease praying for you and your families as well as your activities to prosper in the Lord. 

Blessings,

Pastor Sika and Lucie  from  TOGO/ WEST  AFRICA











































































































































