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Monthly message for kids September 2018 – The Greatest Message
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Jesus taught everywhere he went - as he walked along the dusty paths with his disciples; when he was eating a meal in someone's home; in the temple and synagogues where learned Jews discussed the Law; and also on hillsides to literally thousands of people! We know that crowds often followed him to hear what he had to say, and those crowds were made up of "ordinary" people: fishermen, shepherds, peasant women and even children. Probably most of these people could not read or write, and many had never been to school, yet the messages that Jesus taught them were easily understood and changed their lives. Jesus taught in simple terms, using memorable stories and easy-to understand illustrations. Over the next few months we want to take a closer look at maybe the most famous of Jesus' messages, often known as the Sermon on the Mount, which is found in Matthew chapters 5-7 and also in Luke 6. These few chapters contain numerous simple teachings and directions to follow if we want to serve God and be like Jesus - and many are simple enough even for children to understand, so we will focus particularly on those.

The first 12 verses of Matthew 5 are sometimes known as "The Beatitudes". I remember many years ago, having to learn them as a child in school. I dutifully memorized them so that I could repeat them as needed, but I didn't really understand them (especially as we only used the King James Version of the Bible!). But reading this passage in the New Living Translation makes it much easier to understand.


Starting in verse 3: “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God. God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way."

Reading through this with children (and maybe just replacing a few words with simpler ones more suitable for their level of understanding) and then talking about it, could actually develop into a very fruitful session - and what powerful lessons might these little ones learn about God!
