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Monthly message for kids November 2018 – The Greatest Message (part 3)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As we look at key parts of Jesus' teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, we consider how to help children understand them and apply them to their lives also. One of the 10 commandments that is often read and quickly dismissed as "obvious" is "You shall not commit murder" (Exodus 20:13). Certainly even children can understand this; but Jesus goes on to develop this into a much more profound teaching in Matthew 5:21-22 that is very important for children to grasp also. 


"You have heard that it was said to our people long ago, ‘You must not murder anyone. Any person who commits murder will be judged.’ But I tell you, don’t be angry with anyone. If you are angry with others, you will be judged. And if you insult someone, you will be judged by the high court. And if you call someone a fool, you will be in danger of the fire of hell." (ERV)

The New Testament for Everyone translates part of this as: " ..anyone who uses foul and abusive language will be liable to the law court..."

Jesus explains in verse 22 that it is also wrong if we simply become angry with someone without cause, or if we hold malice or bad feeling in out heart against another. We should not insult someone or use rude or offensive language; and we should not call someone a fool or idiot....because we will not be able to escape judgment and punishment!


I am currently helping take care of our three and half year old twin grandchildren. Levi is very passionate and vocal (he could be a good actor one day!). He is quick to express his feelings, sometimes using words he doesn't really understand. Of course it's completely natural at his age and he often gives us a good laugh. But it's important we help him understand that he must learn to control what he says, and to choose words that are not insulting or disrespectful. But in addition he needs to learn not to hold on to bad feelings in his heart against someone. How can we do that?

Of course we can help him see that he will receive punishment (such as time-out or withholding a favorite toy) whenever he does it, to remind him. But maybe even more important, we need to help him deal with his passionate feelings against someone who has disappointed or hurt him. We may need to choose a time after he has calmed down (such as when we can sit together on the swing) to talk about why people do things to hurt or upset us. Maybe they are just responding to being hurt themselves by another person, or maybe their parents don't know about Jesus and so don't teach them to love and be nice. So then if we forgive them, we are able to let go of those passionate and angry feelings. 
