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Monthly message for kids December 2018 – The Greatest Message (part 4)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

We saw last time that Jesus is not just concerned with what we actually SAY and DO, but he also wants us to look into our heart and check that our attitude and intentions are acceptable to God. We begin to realize that God doesn't just want us to OBEY his Word, but to also WANT to obey it! In other words, instead of being focused on merely complying with what God asks, he wants us to go even further and be even better! As we read this month's passage found in Matthew 5:43-48, we read in the final verse that Jesus' goal for us is to become perfect, just as God is! This may at first sound impossible, but Jesus explains it very simply so that even children can understand.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies. Pray for those who treat you badly." This is a very difficult statement for people of all ages to accept and follow!! (As proven around the world, whether by wars, bitter divorce cases or broken friendships!) We all suffer like this from time to time, and we all want to cry out "That's not fair!" 

Yet Jesus doesn't focus on the fact we've been hurt - but instead goes on to advise us how we should respond: "If you do this, you will be children who are truly like your Father in heaven. He lets the sun rise for all people, whether they are good or bad. He sends rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong." Rather than still focus on ourselves, we should remind ourselves of how God blesses EVERYONE, both good and bad. If in our heart, we truly want to be like Jesus, THIS is how we should respond!

Jesus goes on to say: "If you love only those who love you, why should you get a reward for that? Even the tax collectors do that. And if you are nice only to your friends, you are no better than anyone else. Even the people who don’t know God are nice to their friends." We have to admit that we can't argue with this logic! If we're only nice to others when things are going our way, that is absolutely nothing to be proud of! As followers of Jesus Christ, we should set our goals HIGHER! God wants us to be "set apart" from the world - to stand out as being DIFFERENT!

It's natural to want to be like everyone else and fit in with the crowd - but this isn't what God wants for us. He wants us to live by a higher standard - of course this will make us stand out as different from those around us. Some may make fun of us, complain about us, or even make life difficult for us - but our job is simply to tell them about Jesus and that they can experience their own special relationship with our Heavenly Father. Of course it is hard for us, but Jesus has great faith in us because he finishes with: "What I am saying is that you must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect." (ERV). If our little ones can begin to understand this from a young age, just imagine how their lives will be different!
