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As we go into the New Year, we continue with our series on the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus addresses two important aspects of our Christian life in this month's passage found in Matthew 6:1-6 - giving and praying. We've seen that Jesus came not just to tell us to obey God's laws, but also to have the right motive in our heart AS we obey them. In this passage, Jesus assumes that we give to the poor - it is something we SHOULD be doing if we want to be like Jesus. As adults we may make judgments about a homeless person we pass in the street, or a poor family with unruly children. But children see people as being poor simply because they are in need.

We must be careful not to hinder their childlike eagerness to help if they want to give a few coins or one of their cookies. Obviously as the years pass, we try to help them to make wise choices in their giving. Here, Jesus also warns us not to give in a way that draws attention to ourselves. Having other people praise us and publicize our good deeds or giving may make us feel good and special, but it will quickly lead us to feel proud of ourselves. Once again, giving is simply something we SHOULD be doing as a follower of Jesus Christ.


In the same way, Jesus goes on to assume that we pray regularly, but he warns us not to pray in such a way that makes other people notice us and think that we are to be admired for being devout. Jesus says that by doing so, the only reward we will receive is from other people - we WON'T be rewarded by God!! It is better to go to a quiet place where we can be alone and pray to God, without anyone else hearing. God sees and hears everything done in secret, and He promises to reward us openly for the good things we do and say when we are in private with Him. 


We need to explain to children that there is nothing wrong with someone leading other people in prayer, such as in a church or group, as that is the way we can learn how to pray. But our Heavenly Father hears the simple prayer of a little child in his bedroom or at play in the yard, just as well as He hears a prayer repeated by everyone in church. As we help these little ones understand more about giving and prayer, we want to give them opportunities to practice both on a regular basis. In that way, it will gradually become a habit and part of their everyday life as followers of Jesus Christ. As a child overcomes his timidity and learns to pray to God in a small group of children, he becomes more comfortable about praying and having daily conversation with his Heavenly Father.

