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In the last half of Matthew 6, Jesus gives an important teaching on how we can all enjoy our life more here on earth if we put our trust in our Heavenly Father. It is a teaching we all continually struggle to follow, no matter our age, background or situation in life, and I believe it is important for children to grasp from an early age. Jesus starts in v.19-21 with a simple point: don't store up treasures on earth as they could rot, spoil or be stolen! This is a simple fact that even little children can understand - they know only too well how a favorite toy can get broken, or their new bucket and spade get left behind on the beach! 

Jesus doesn't want us to get too attached to worldly things. Certainly little children need their favorite cuddly toy at night, and they naturally become possessive of their own toys and so need to learn how to share. They must be taught to take care of their things; to not be rough with them; to appreciate their value and so on. But Jesus wants us all to understand what our true treasures are - those that we store up in Heaven. He just explained in the previous verses that when we pray or do good deeds in secret, God takes note and will reward us. We experience a special joy and fulfillment when we obey God, overcome a temptation, or go out of our way to help or bless another person.
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In v.25-30, Jesus makes a second important point that we can all quickly realize is true: why DO we keep on worrying about food, drink and what clothes to wear? Especially in the West today, restaurants and stores are filled with so many choices of food, clothes and other things to buy - and so much time can be wasted thinking about what we want to get! Certainly life is about much more important things than that! Even for those who ARE hungry and worried about what they are going to eat, worrying really won't help eat any sooner! He goes on to encourage us all that God loves us so much that He will take care of us and meet our needs if we just trust in Him.


In v.31-34 Jesus repeats it yet again very clearly, telling us NOT to worry and be anxious. He then tells us HOW to do that - to seek God's kingdom and His way of doing and being right, and then all the things we need will come to us! If we can help children learn to focus on seeking the Kingdom of God (following Jesus' example, obeying God's Word and acting in His love), instead of thinking all the time about food, clothes and material things or worrying about not having enough, what a difference it could make in their lives as they grow up!

