Monthly message for kids March 2019 – The Greatest Message (part 7)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As we move into Matthew chapter 7 reading Jesus' famous message known as the Sermon on the Mount, we come upon a passage where Jesus speaks quite bluntly and strongly. This is quite a contrast from his previous kind words encouraging us not to worry because God will take care of us if we trust Him! It is very tempting when telling children about Jesus to merely focus on the stories showing Jesus' gentleness, love, and power over sickness and evil. Even as adults we prefer to hear stories of God's love and power to do miracles - rather than remember that He also has the ability to punish and destroy! Of course we want children to see Jesus as a loving Savior so that they will draw near to him, but we must also remind them that as with their own parents, sometimes Jesus can be quite stern and direct when making clear what behavior is acceptable and what is not!

Matthew 7:1-2 (ERV) reads: “Don’t judge others, and God will not judge you. If you judge others, you will be judged the same way you judge them. God will treat you the same way you treat others." 

Little children may not understand the concept of judging (in fact it is amazing that they are at times more tolerant than we are!) but they CAN readily understand that if they treat others a certain way, they might have to accept being treated the same way. Years ago I remember a mother who had a young child with a biting problem. Nothing seemed to stop the habit of his biting other children - until his mother bit him in return! That may be a bit extreme (and probably frowned on today as verging on child abuse!) but it actually was the answer and the child soon stopped the habit!
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Jesus goes on to give an excellent illustration of how we ALL have faults and sins in verses 3-5: “Why do you notice the small piece of dust that is in your friend’s eye, but you don’t notice the big piece of wood that is in your own? Why do you say to your friend, ‘Let me take that piece of dust out of your eye’? Look at yourself first! You still have that big piece of wood in your own eye. You are a hypocrite! First, take the wood out of your own eye. Then you will see clearly to get the dust out of your friend’s eye."

To children, this illustration is funny as they imagine literally having a big piece of wood in their eye - especially if demonstrated with a piece of wooden dowel or even a matchstick! (though obviously not placed in or near the eye!). But it is a "natural" human tendency to notice faults and problems in others rather than admitting we have some ourselves (maybe to subconsciously deflect attention?). Jesus clearly tells us we have no right to criticize or worry about the faults in others until we have dealt with our own first - and as adults we know from experience that is a never-ending process!
