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The final passage we want to consider specifically for children from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount is found in Matthew 7:7-12. Like so much of Jesus' teaching it is easy to understand and illustrated by simple examples, yet it contains some very powerful spiritual principles. 

Verses 7-8 in the ICB read: “Continue to ask, and God will give to you. Continue to search, and you will find. Continue to knock, and the door will open for you.  Yes, everyone who continues asking will receive. He who continues searching will find. And he who continues knocking will have the door opened for him."

The Amplified Bible says "Keep on asking...." This is so simple it's easy to breeze on through these verses. Anyone with a 4 year old knows little kids don't have much trouble to "keep on asking"! But I think the key point here is that no matter our age and knowledge, we need to be conscious of the fact that we don't know everything. If we ASK, it's because we want to KNOW something. If we seek, it's because we want to find something. And if we knock, it's because we want to enter into something. Jesus wants us to keep on moving forward in our spiritual understanding. His harshest words were to those who thought they knew it all!

Verses 9-11 continue: “What would you do if your son asks for bread? Which of you would give him a stone? Or if your son asks for a fish, would you give him a snake? Even though you are bad, you know how to give good gifts to your children. So surely your heavenly Father will give good things to those who ask him."

Jesus continues on by asking some simple questions to point out that everyone knows how to make good choices for their children, so we can trust that our Heavenly Father will make good choices for us when we turn to Him. This passage then goes straight on into what is known as the "Golden Rule":


Verse 12: "Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. This is the meaning of the law of Moses and the teaching of the prophets." We are to treat one another the right way. This is not hard to figure out - it is just as we would like to be treated ourselves!
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For children this may be harder to grasp - they naturally tend to copy those around them, so they might expect this to read "Treat others the same way they treat you"! So it is important to spend time to explain the difference! How DO we want to be treated in any given situation? Then that is how we should treat others - regardless of how they actually treat us! This does not come naturally, but someone has to stop the cycle, so why not the followers of Jesus Christ?
