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  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Recently at our church we've been preparing for a mission trip to Haiti, and so we had a challenge between the kids and the youth to see which group could bring more backpacks and shoes for needy Haitian children. One Sunday, a young girl of about 10 years old was finding a bit too overwhelming the loud singing and jumping up and down of the large group of kids praising God. My daughter, Anna, who looks out for kids with special needs, took her aside to watch from an adjoining room where it was quieter. The girl didn't want to talk and just wandered around aimlessly. Anna sat down and started to draw, and soon the girl sat down beside her and began to draw too. She drew several pictures but didn't appear to pay any attention to what was going on in the main room, where I was showing slides and telling the children about life in Haiti and the many needs there.


Suddenly Anna glanced over and realized that the girl had drawn a lovely picture of a little girl wearing a ragged dress with holes! Around the picture she was writing some words: "Love the homeless like God does....Do something to help..." Anna realized that even though the girl appeared to be paying no attention to the class, she was actually listening ....and responding!! Anna praised the girl's work and then the girl started talking excitedly about how God loves everyone and we should all do something to help the poor children!
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What an amazing lesson for us all! It is tempting to view a child who will not sit still and pay attention as being "difficult" or causing distraction - it's easier if they would just go away! Yet if we are truly children's MINISTERS we should seek to find some way to draw closer to such children, learn more about them and find out how best we can share Jesus with them. We have no idea what is in their heart or how God may be reaching out to them, so we should NEVER overlook them or push them aside.


Anna asked the girl if we could use her picture to put on the collection box to remind other kids to bring shoes and backpacks, and she happily agreed. She had made a very special contribution and as soon as I heard what had happened, I realized how important it is to share both her story and the lesson we can all learn from it.


"Even children show what they are like by the things they do. You can see if their actions are pure and right."  Proverbs 20:11 (ERV)

"You are young, but do not let anyone treat you as if you were not important. Be an example to show the believers how they should live. Show them with your words, with the way you live, with your love, with your faith, and with your pure life."  1 Timothy 4:12 (ICB)
