Monthly message for kids August 2019 – The little girl with no family or friends  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
Psalm 66:16 "All you people who worship God, come and I will tell you what he has done for me." (ERV)

The true story this month is about a dear friend whom I have known for about 15 years, although we've never met in person. Her name is Kathy and she lives near Los Angeles in California. We often have long phone conversations and I have never known her to complain or be worried, although her story tells how hard her life has been. It is a good reminder that no matter where we live around the world, life can sometimes be very hard for children, but Jesus is always close by to help get through it! 

Kathy's parents were born in Ireland (near England). Her mother was only 12 years old when she married her husband, who was 35!! They moved to New York where they lived in Manhattan and had lots of children. Kathy was their 10th child! Soon after she was born, her parents decided they didn't want to have to care for their children any more!! The older ones were sent to an orphanage, and Kathy and her youngest sister were sent to a Catholic foster home. Their foster mother was a tyrant and very abusive, making them work hard. Kathy was often beaten, thrown down the stairs, and treated terribly during the 18 years that she lived there. She was a sickly child, often ill with colds and flu, and she even got TB. She went to school but evidently had a kind of learning disability and spent much of her time sitting under her desk! No-one cared enough to help her and she had no friends. At 15 she went to a high school for abandoned kids and learned some trades that helped her in later years work in a variety of jobs, but always just earning minimum wage.
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It was a requirement for the foster home to send her to a local Roman Catholic church, where she learned the Catechism and about Jesus. One day when she was still just 12 years old, she was working building a cement path for her foster mother. Suddenly she clearly heard Jesus speaking to her. He told her that she would not have a life like other people, get married or have a family. But he had something better for her if she wanted it, and he would take care of her. She strongly felt the presence of Jesus and from that day forward she started trusting and following him, and he became her best friend.

Now, many years later, she has amazing stories to tell of how Jesus has taken care of her - even one time when her home was destroyed in an explosion! She was terribly burned but Jesus appeared to her and said she would not feel any pain - she didn't, even though she had to have many operations. She has always given money to help the poor and is busy with different projects to help people in need - and she is always happy and eager to tell others about her best friend, Jesus!
John 15:15b "Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me." (NLT)
