Introduction

All around the world children love to hear stories, and many are passed down from generation to generation, each mother fondly telling them to her children as her own mother told her. In my own childhood I remember the fairy stories of Hans Christian Andersen and the Brothers Grimm - such as The Princess and the Pea, Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella and many more. In recent years, children have become familiar with these and other stories found in Disney movies and cartoons - Dr Seuss, Winnie-the-Pooh, Curious George and many others. 


Children often like to snuggle down in their bed and hear the same story night after night - and if we make a mistake in telling it, they are quick to correct us! What a wonderful opportunity to introduce them to exciting bible stories! Jesus understood the power of such stories and told many parables that are easy to remember yet also give much food for thought. Here I hope to retell some famous parables in a simple, more modern way that make them especially suitable to tell as bedtime stories to young children.
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The Two Builders

(Based on Jesus' Parable of the House on the Rock)
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Once upon a time there were two men who each wanted to build a house. We'll call them Willy B. Wise and Frank Fool. 
They bought land side by side and both set out to start building.
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Frank got to work laying bricks to build his first wall, but Willy reached for a shovel and started digging! He dug a hole and then kept on digging until he had marked a big rectangle on the ground where he wanted to build his house. 
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Frank looked over and laughed at him: "Are you going to live like a rabbit underground? Ha ha!!" Willy didn't answer but started building his wall on the solid rock at the bottom of his hole.
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Pretty soon Frank was finished with his walls and started on his roof. Willy was still working hard with his bricks - his house was taking much longer to build. 
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Frank was soon putting the last part of his roof into place and he looked down on Willy's walls and said: "I hope you get finished by Christmas at the rate you're going!"  Willy again didn't answer but just kept on working. His back was aching and he really wanted to stop but he kept on going.
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Frank happily moved into his house and sat down to watch TV, while Willy worked hard to finish his walls and finally his roof. He was exhausted but finally went inside and went to bed. 
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Suddenly a big storm came up. Lightning flashed and the thunder rolled. Rain came down hard hour after hour and the wind blew and shook the two houses. 
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The walls of Frank's house began to shake and the roof banged in the wind, but Willy slept soundly in his house that was solid. 
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The floodwater began to rise and beat against the houses and suddenly Frank's house shifted as it had no foundation. Oh no! The floods swept it all away - along with Frank too! Poor Frank! 

But because Willy had taken the time and effort to build his house on a good solid foundation his house was strong and he was safe and sound, and he lived there happily ever after.

[image: image21.jpg]LY




[image: image22.jpg]



[image: image23.jpg]



The Good Neighbor
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Good Samaritan)
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Once upon a time there was a man (we'll call him Sam) visiting from another city. He didn't know the area but decided to go for a walk one cold evening to find a restaurant and get something to eat. 
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He didn't know it but he was walking through a very bad part of town. All of a sudden some men jumped on him and beat him up! They knocked him out and stole his money, his cell phone and even his nice jacket.... 
......leaving him lying injured on the side of the road! 

[image: image27.jpg]


After a while a family drove by taking a short cut on their way to church. The father saw the man lying there. 
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Right away he thought he must be drunk, so he didn't even stop to check! Instead he drove on as he didn't want to be late for church. 
Soon it started raining really hard and it woke up Sam, who began to moan. He was really hurting and tried to get up. But he fell down against the wall of a building and hit his head again! Oh no!! Poor Sam!
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About an hour went by before another car came along. This time it was a police officer on his way home from work after a very busy day. He knew that part of town as he often had to go there to break up fights or arrest people. 
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He saw Sam lying in the mud, but just thought there'd been another fight. He didn't want to get involved and get home even later! So he kept on driving too. Oh, poor Sam! He just kept getting colder and wetter! 

[image: image35.jpg]



[image: image36.jpg]



[image: image37.jpg]



[image: image38.jpg]


The rain kept coming down and the weather got very cold. Finally as it was getting really dark, Sam heard someone walking down the road. 
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It was a foreign looking man with his head wrapped in a keffiyeh (or Arab scarf). In fact the man had just come to live in the country because there was a war going on in his own homeland. 
He heard Sam moaning and saw him lying against the wall. He was a bit worried as it was a bad part of town, and he couldn't speak English. But he HAD to check on the man lying there.
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Sam's face was bleeding and sore, and he was soaking wet and shivering. 
Poor Sam!

The man didn't know what to do but he knew he couldn't leave Sam there alone. He managed to stand Sam up so he could help him walk, and slowly they set off down the road. 
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Eventually they came to a cafe and the man sat Sam down on a chair and paid for him to have a hot drink. Then the man phoned a friend who had a car and they took Sam to hospital where he soon got better and his friends came to collect him. 
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Sam was able to enjoy the rest of his visit with his friends, thanks to the foreign man helping him, and he went home to live happily ever after.

The Selfish Son
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Prodigal Son)

[image: image47.jpg]© Can Stock Photo



[image: image48.png]


Once upon a time there was a very big farm with lots of fields and lots of animals - cows, sheep, donkeys, goats, pigs, chickens, turkeys....in fact it had just about EVERY animal you might see on a farm! It was owned by a man called Mr. Ben Farmer. 
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Now Mr. Farmer had two sons, the eldest was called Will and the youngest was called Wilder. They both helped their dad on the farm. Will was hard working and always wanted to be just like his dad, but Wilder was a lot like his name - he hated farm life and couldn't wait to leave home and visit other places and big cities. 
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One day Wilder went to his dad and asked: "Dad, when you die, all of this farm will be divided up and shared between Will and me, right?" 
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Mr. Farmer laughed and said: "Yes, son, but I hope I don't die yet for many years!"  
But Wilder answered: "But Dad, I might be OLD by then!! Please give me half of everything now so I can go out and enjoy it."  

Mr. Farmer said nothing, but soon went ahead and sold half of the animals and land, and gave all that money to Wilder. 
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The young man was so happy - now he had just what he wanted, so he left home and went off to see the world. He spent day after day buying everything he wanted like the latest games and clothes; he held huge parties with lots of friends; and visited all kinds of exciting places. 
He wasted all his money - and in fact because he was having such a wonderful time, he never even noticed when he lost money or someone stole from him!
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Finally one day he realized that all his money had gone! He had wasted it ALL! When he told his friends, they all quickly moved on to find someone else with money! 
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Pretty soon he was all alone and had nowhere to live. He couldn't even buy any food to eat and was soon so hungry that he found himself looking through trash cans to find food!! 
He tried to get a job but times were hard for everyone right then and he became more miserable and scared every day. What could he do? What would happen to him? He might even DIE!
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It was then Wilder realized how stupid he had been! He had wasted what his dad had given him - money that his dad had worked hard for years to earn!. He felt so bad and knew he must have hurt his father terribly - and he knew that God in Heaven was very disappointed with him too! His heart ached so bad he knew he had to go home and tell his dad how sorry he was. 
It took Wilder many days to get back home and he was afraid his dad would be very angry with him - maybe he wouldn't even let him back into the house! 
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As he got close to home, he could barely lift his eyes off the road and his heart was beating fast. Then suddenly he heard a shout - it was his dad! Mr. Farmer had been waiting and hoping for Wilder to come home, so when he saw him in the driveway at last he quickly ran out to hug him. 
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Wilder cried and said how stupid he had been and begged his father to forgive him. Mr. Farmer told Wilder that of course he would forgive him as he loved him so much and was just happy that he had learned his lesson and come home safe and sound. 
That night there was a special party for everyone to celebrate and Mr. Farmer gave Wilder his old bedroom back with lots of new clothes in it, so he could live there happily ever after.
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But.... the elder brother, Will, had been working hard with the cows all day and when he came home he was very tired and dirty. 
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He found everyone enjoying the party and asked what it was all about. When he learned that his brother had come back after wasting all his money, he was very upset. He thought to himself; "That's not fair!! Wilder goes off and has fun while I stay home and work hard on the farm day after day!" 
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As he walked toward the house he saw his brother who was wearing lovely new clothes and had a fancy new cell phone, given to him by Mr. Farmer. That made Will even MORE angry! 
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Then his dad saw him and came over to him. Immediately Will said to him: "I've worked hard for you for years and I always obey you and do what you tell me, but Dad, you've never given me a party where I could invite my friends. Wilder goes off and wastes all the money you gave him that you worked hard for, then when he comes home you give him a big party!! It's not fair!!" 
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Mr. Farmer took hold of Will's shoulders and looked straight into his eyes. "Will," he said, "you are always with me. I love and appreciate you, and everything I have is yours. You can have a party any time you want. But we HAVE to celebrate your brother's return, because he was lost and messed up, but now he's learned his lesson and come home safe and sound again. Let's thank God and celebrate!" 
Then Will understood, and he realized the importance of love and forgiveness rather than jealousy. He went into the party with his dad and welcomed his brother back with a big hug and a grin, and they all lived happily ever after.
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The Fruit Pickers
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard)

[image: image73.png]



Once upon a time there was a landowner who had lots and lots of fields growing fruit. We'll call him Mr. Dole. He had a very good business selling his fruit all over the country. 
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When the time came to pick all the ripe fruit, there was so much work to do that he had to hire lots of new helpers. So very early in the morning, as the sun was still just coming up, Mr. Dole went into the center of the town to find more people to work for him and pick the fruit. 
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He found several dozen people looking for a job. They all agreed on a fair daily wage for their work, and so he sent them off into the fields. 
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After Mr. Dole had eaten his breakfast, he went back into the town and looked for more people to help. Soon he found some more wanting work, so he offered them jobs, agreeing to pay them whatever was right.

About lunchtime, Mr. Dole came across some more people looking for work, so he hired them with the same agreement, and they went hurrying into the fields to pick fruit. 
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Mr. Dole had a meeting to attend in his office, but when he came out a few hours later, he passed some MORE men asking for work! He told them the same thing and they agreed to work and went off happily into the fields. 
Finally as Mr. Dole was headed home for dinner with his family, he passed through the center of town again and found some more men standing around. "Why have you been waiting around here all day?" he asked them.    
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They replied that they were wanting work but no-one had hired them. Mr. Dole told them to go and work picking fruit in his fields, so they quickly hurried off to do so.
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After dinner, as the sun was going down, 
Mr. Dole went out to his fields to count up all the boxes of fruit and pay his workers. He told his foreman to pay everyone, starting with those who had been hired last. 
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These workers were very pleased to receive a full day's wage for their work, especially as they had only worked for about an hour! 
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One by one the workers 
all came and received their pay, but those who had been hired first, early in the morning, expected to receive MORE money. When they only received the regular wage they began to grumble and complain. 
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They told Mr. Dole that he should pay them more as it wasn't fair because they had worked all day long and under the hot sun!
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Mr. Dole replied to them: "Didn't you agree to work all day for the regular wage? Take it and go home. If I choose to bless others who only got to work an hour or two, what business is that of yours? It's MY money after all! Don't be jealous of others because I choose to bless them!"  
The workers realized Mr. Dole was right, and so they went home thankful that they could work for such a kind man - and they lived happily ever after!
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The "Sheep" and the "Goats"
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Sheep and the Goats)
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Once upon a time there was a great king, whose job it was to judge all the people according to the way they had lived their lives. He called each person to stand before him and then directed them to stand either at his right side or his left side. 
It was kind of like he was separating a mixed flock of sheep and goats. They all looked similar but the sheep were sent to one side and the goats were sent to the other side. 
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When he had dealt with everyone, the king turned to look at those we could call the "sheep".
He said to them: "You are blessed by my Father. Come with me and enjoy the wonderful land that has been prepared for you since the beginning of time. 
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You can come because I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.
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I was a stranger and you welcomed me into your home. 
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I needed clothes and you gave me some. 
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I was sick and you took care of me. 
[image: image94.jpg]



I was in prison and you visited me."
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The "sheep" were all surprised and said; "That's strange! When did we see you hungry or thirsty and help you? 
And we don't remember you being a stranger who we invited in.....or needing clothes that we gave you. 
When was it you were sick and we cared for you, or in prison and we visited you?"
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Then the king answered them: "I'm telling you the truth - whenever you did that for someone else who was in need, it was as if you were doing it for me!"

The king then turned to look at those we could call the "goats", and he said: "Get away from me! You can't ever come to live with me in my wonderful land because you DIDN'T help me! 
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I was hungry but you didn't give me anything to eat. I was thirsty but you gave me nothing to drink. 
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I was a stranger but you wouldn't let me into your home. 
I needed clothes but you would not give me any. 
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I was sick and in prison but you wouldn't help me."

Then it was the [image: image102.jpg]


"goats" turn to be surprised. "But that's not fair! When did we see YOU hungry or thirsty, or a stranger or needing clothes, or sick or in prison, and didn't help you?"
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The king replied: " I'm telling you the truth - whatever you did NOT do for someone else who was in need, you did not do for me!"

Then the king sent away to be punished all those who were like the "goats" and had not been willing to help people. But all those who were like the "sheep" (who had helped and cared about others) he took with him into the wonderful land and they all lived happily ever after! 
The Boss's Money
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Talents)
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Once upon a time there was a business man called Mr. Rich Smart who had to go away on a journey. He left his business in the charge of his three managers: Mr. Sharp, Miss Bright and Mr. Bungler. 
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He gave $5,000 to Mr. Sharp to manage because he knew Mr. Sharp was clever and a hard-worker. 
He gave $2,000 to Miss Bright to handle, because he knew that she was still learning but was keen to work. 
Finally he gave $1,000 to Mr. Bungler to handle because he wasn't as experienced.
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Right away, Mr. Sharp thought about how he could put the money to work in the business in order to make more money. He began to work hard and as the time passed his $5,000 made more and more money until it had become $10,000! TWICE as much! Wow! 
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Miss Bright also had some ideas on how to put her money to use, so she got busy and at the end of the time her $2,000 had earned another $2,000 - hers had doubled too! Clever lady! 
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But Mr. Bungler was scared. He knew Mr. Smart was a very clever businessman and he was afraid he would lose the money and upset his boss, so he went and hid the $1,000 in a hole in his backyard!
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After a long time,  
Mr. Rich Smart returned from his trip and met with each of his managers to see how they had done with his business. 
[image: image111.jpg]


Mr. Sharp showed him that he had increased the $5,000 to $10,000, which really pleased Mr. Smart, who replied: "Well done! You are a good and faithful manager. You have been faithful with a few things, so now I will give you a promotion and put you in charge of many things! Come and celebrate with me!"
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Then Miss Bright went in to see her boss. She also showed him that she had increased her $2,000 to $4,000. Mr. Smart was very pleased that she had doubled her money as well, so he said to her: "Well done! You are a good and faithful manager. You have been faithful with a few things, so I'll give you a promotion and put you in charge of many things! Come and celebrate with me!"
Finally Mr. Smart asked for Mr. Bungler's report. Mr. Bungler had dug up his money and now handed it back to his boss. He said; "Boss, I know you are a strict man and don't like to lose money, or for people to make mistakes, so I hid the $1,000 in a safe place so it couldn't get lost. Here is the $1,000 back - just as you gave it to me!"

Mr. Smart replied: "You silly, lazy man! So you think I'm a strict man and don't understand business risks? Well the least you could have done is put the money in the bank to earn a little interest!"  Mr. Smart turned and said: "Take the $1,000 away from him and give it to Mr. Sharp, who had $5,000. Because everyone who uses what he has will get more, and even have more than he needs. But those who don't use what they have will have it all taken away from them." Then Mr. Smart fired Mr. Bungler and sent him away, so that all the others who respected him and did well could live happily ever after!
The Sower
(Based on Jesus' Parable of the Sower)

Once upon a time there was a great storyteller named Jesus. His stories were always simple and easy to remember, but they also contained very special, important lessons to help people understand God and how to live in a way that is pleasing to God. One day Jesus told this story:

"A farmer went out to plant seeds. He walked through the field and threw out the seeds on both sides of his path as he went along. 

Some seeds fell on the path, where the birds easily saw them and quickly came and ate them up. 

Some seeds fell on rocks and gravel where there was little dirt. These seeds grew up quickly but when the hot sun came, it burned the little plants and they died. 

Other seeds fell among weeds and thorns, where they grew up into little plants. But no-one cleared away the weeds and so the little plants were choked and couldn't grow properly. 
Finally some seeds fell on good soil and grew up into strong, healthy plants that produced lots more seeds - some 30, some 60 and some 100 times as many as were planted!!"



Jesus' friends came and asked him about the story, and so Jesus told them it is important to think hard about what the story really means and how it can help us in life. He went on to explain this story to them:

"The seed is the Gospel or the Word of God. 
Those who hear it but don't understand it have it snatched away from them by the devil, as the seed along the path is snatched away by the birds. 
Those who hear the Word and accept it with joy, believe for a while, but when trouble comes to test them, they start to doubt and turn away from God's path - just as the seeds burned up by the sun. 
Those who hear the Word and start to grow in faith, but then get choked by the worries of life and tempted by the ways of the world, are like the seed that is choked by weeds. 
But those who hear and believe the Word, holding on to it and learning more of God as they overcome the problems of life, are like the seeds planted in good soil. They produce a big crop and lots of fruit for God - by showing God's love to others, encouraging, and telling others about Jesus."   
Jesus told many more parables or stories, which we can read in the Bible, and as we do, it is good to stop and think about what they really mean and how they can help us live a better life for Jesus. If we keep learning more about God and do our best to follow Jesus' example in life, God will bless us here on earth and we will truly live "happily ever after!" 
