Monthly message for kids September 2019 – The little boy who received a miracle  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
Psalm 66:16 "All you people who worship God, come and I will tell you what he has done for me." (ERV)

This amazing true story of how a young boy’s prayer was miraculously answered seems almost unbelievable, yet we came to know him very well during our time as missionaries in Mexico. We met his family and often visited the very humble little church which he had started as a mere teenager, in spite of much persecution in his village. The miracle led to him giving his life to serve Jesus as a pastor and evangelist, preaching the Gospel in many isolated villages.


10 year old Erasmo lived in the tiny Indian village of Aquixcuatitla in the hills of Mexico. After school, he had to help with the family chores – fetching water from the village well, or working on the steep hillside where his family grew corn and beans. He often did these chores with his donkey. It really belonged to the family, but Erasmo was the only one it wouldn't bite, so they had a special bond. One day he went to the hillside to get the donkey, but was shocked to find it lying on the ground dead! It had been strong and healthy, but Erasmo recognized the telltale signs explaining its sudden death: its body was bloated, with blood on its mouth and ears. It had been bitten by a poisonous snake! Overcome with shock and grief, the boy ran back to tell his parents. They were very poor and couldn't afford to get another donkey soon, but promised to bury the donkey just as if it were a family member, but Erasmo could not be comforted.


As he set off with a shovel to bury his pet, he recalled a story he had heard a few months before from a Mexican evangelist who had visited their village. It was of a man named Jesus whose friend had died. When Jesus prayed to God for his friend, his friend was restored to life! The boy kept thinking about this as he walked. If God really did exist, and could do miracles like that, surely He could bring his donkey back to life! So he prayed a simple prayer: “God, if you really do exist and can do miracles as I’ve heard, bring my donkey back to life and I’ll spend the rest of my life serving you.”


When he finally got back to the donkey, he was amazed see its feet beginning to move! Then it opened its eyes, and as he watched in wonder, the swelling went down and about an hour later, the donkey was up and running about the hillside! Erasmo raced home crying tears of joy instead of sadness, and told his amazed parents. They returned with him to see the donkey, and couldn't explain what had happened, but his father believed God had answered the boy’s prayer.

Erasmo and his father went to church meetings whenever they could and started living for Jesus, but this brought great problems at home. Erasmo’s mother was completely against their new beliefs, so she refused to cook for her husband and son, or wash their clothes! This made life very hard, but they refused to give in, and continued praying for her. Finally after 3 years she accepted Jesus Christ, and gradually more of their family and friends were saved. Erasmo kept his promise to God. When he was 13, he left home and spent 3 years learning more of the Bible so he could start a church in his home village when he was 16. He continues to pastor the church, which his whole family and half the village attend!
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Mark 10:27: Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God.” (NLT)
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