Monthly message for kids October 2019 – Amazing, Awesome Acts!  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

This new series shares exciting true stories from my favorite book of the Bible - the Book of Acts. This book has always been especially encouraging for me personally because it tells of the struggles and experiences of the first followers of Christ as they put their faith into action. As we each begin our Christian walk, we step out in faith and feel excitement - but as the reality of life sets in and problems come, we may be tempted to doubt and even fear. The first Christians were no different, but as they obeyed Jesus' call in Mark 16:15: "Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in the world. Tell the Good News to everyone" (ICB) they found that his promise in verse 20 is also true: "The followers went everywhere in the world and told the Good News to people. And the Lord helped them. The Lord proved that the Good News they told was true by giving them power to work miracles." No matter what age we are, child or adult, when we set out to obey this call, we can be encouraged to know that the Lord is right there with us to help us! The Book of Acts recounts some of the exciting miracles that were done proving the truth of the Gospel.

Our first story is found in Acts 3:1-10. We read that Peter and John were on their way to pray in the temple one day when they passed a man who had never been able to walk. Every day he was taken and set down by the gate so he could beg from the many people there. It is very likely that as he did this every day for years, he had been there when Jesus and the disciples had passed through many times before - but he had never been healed. But on this day, Peter and John noticed him. This was not long after the Holy Spirit had come upon them all and Peter had preached his first sermon, resulting in thousands of people believing in Jesus Christ. 


Peter and John were focused on obeying Jesus' call to tell the Good News to everyone and they were full of faith, so when the crippled man called out to them, even though they didn't have money to give him, they wanted to share the Good News that Jesus could heal him. Peter spoke in the name of Jesus and commanded him to walk. At the same time, he grabbed his hand and pulled him to his feet - believing for a miracle. And that is when it happened!! Verse 7 says "...And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened." (NLT). And just as anyone would do in those circumstances, the healed man was so thrilled and excited that he jumped and danced around praising God because he could finally walk and would no longer be dependent on others. He wasn't embarrassed or shy, because he was SO happy! He didn't care if people got upset at the noise or if he disturbed people; he had experienced a miracle - and soon EVERYONE was amazed and excited too because they recognized him and believed his story! May this story encourage us all to put our faith into action and BELIEVE for a miracle as we help others and share the Good News!
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