Monthly message for kids November 2019 – Amazing, Awesome Acts! (Part 2)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As we go through the Book of Acts to learn more about the early Christians as they shared the Gospel and acted on their faith, we read that many people were healed, and more and more people began to follow Jesus Christ. We read exciting passages such as Acts 4:4: "But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000." (NLT) and later in verse 32: "All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had."  Acts 5:12 tells us: "The apostles did many signs and miracles among the people. And they would all meet together on Solomon’s Porch." (ICB) and Acts 6:7 says: "So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too." (NLT).

But, just as not EVERYONE liked Jesus and some people even wanted to destroy him, many people also felt threatened by this fast-growing new group of Jesus' followers. Some of the disciples were put in prison; some were punished by being badly beaten.... but as we read in Acts 5:29: "Peter and the other apostles answered, “We must obey God, not men!" (ICB). A group of Jews particularly disliked Stephen and brought him before the high priest and his council. We can read the story in Acts chapter 7 - and see that Stephen took the opportunity to preach the Gospel to everyone there. He reminded them how God had prepared the Jewish people to receive God's own son Jesus, but they had betrayed and murdered him! In verses 54-60 we read how this made the crowd really mad and they rushed toward Stephen, dragging him outside the city where they attacked him with stones, and beat him to death! 

This could have made many believers so scared that they didn't want to talk about Jesus any more - but that's not the whole story about Stephen! In the famous passage in John 3:16, Jesus promises us that:  "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life." (NIRV) When we believe in Jesus Christ, we receive ETERNAL life - not just EARTHLY life! Jesus tells us that He has gone to Heaven to prepare a place for ALL of his followers to live FOREVER! Our life here on earth is just a tiny part of our ETERNAL life! As Stephen was being stoned to death, he looked up and was able to see right into Heaven! Acts 7:56 says: "Look!” he said. “I see heaven open. The Son of Man is standing at God’s right hand.” (NIRV)  Stephen wasn't afraid to give up his earthly life. In fact, he prayed and we read in v.60: "He fell on his knees and shouted, “Lord, don’t blame them for this sin!” These were his last words before he died." (ERV)
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