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Even as Christians today in 2020, we have the same command from Jesus as did his disciples - to go and share the Good News about Jesus with everyone. The Book of Acts tells many true stories of what happened when Jesus' followers did that over the first 30-40 years after His Resurrection. One of my favorite stories is found in chapter 8, and is about a man named Philip. We read that as more of Jesus' followers were hunted down and punished in Jerusalem, others left the city and went to places farther away. Philip went to a city in Samaria, where he told lots of people about Jesus. Acts 8:6 says "The people there heard Philip and saw the miracles he was doing. They all listened carefully to the things he said."(ICB). We learn that he prayed for many people who were then healed, and crowds of people came to hear him. The disciples heard about it in Jerusalem and so Peter and John went to Samaria to help.

But then we read the fascinating story of what happened next, when Philip decided not to go back to Jerusalem with the others. Instead, God told him to go walk along a road leading into the desert! It must have seemed strange and dangerous, to go walking alone in the desert, but Philip obeyed even though he didn't understand why. After he had been walking a while, he came upon a very odd sight - a chariot was coming down the road with a rich official from a far distant land. Because the man wasn't a Jew, and worked for a great African queen, he probably was dressed in very different clothes (possibly bright colors and very expensive fabric) - VERY WEIRD!

But the Holy Spirit told Philip to go up to the man and talk to him. Philip was so determined to obey God and tell people about Jesus that he wasn't afraid, and quickly found an opportunity to tell the man about Jesus and the need to get saved. Philip explained to him all about Jesus and how to follow Him. Acts 8:36-37 says: "As they traveled along the road, they came to some water. The official said, “Look! Here is water! What can stop me from being baptized?”
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(NIRV). Philip asked him if he believed Jesus is the Son of God and if he would accept Him as Savior. The man said "Yes" and gave his life to Jesus, then he got baptized and went on his way rejoicing. 

The story tells us that in fact the foreigner had tried to go into the temple in Jerusalem to learn more about God, but because he wasn't Jewish he had been turned away. Then he had bought an expensive scroll of written scriptures which he was trying to read but couldn't understand. He must have felt very disappointed and frustrated - but it was just at that point that Philip met up with him. We never know what exciting things God has planned for us when we decide to follow and obey Jesus and tell others the Good News - and sometimes God uses us to answer someone's prayer or help them when they are in great need!

