Monthly message for kids February 2020 – Amazing, Awesome Acts! (Part 5)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

How many of us understand how we can talk or send a picture, or even a video, through a cell phone to someone hundreds of miles away or even on the other side of the world? I try to imagine how all those pictures can become waves in the air, travel so far, and then be picked up by another cell phone (the RIGHT one!) - and then all be made to form a lovely photo or video again!! Surely it's IMPOSSIBLE!!....So, does that mean that I don't use my cell phone?  NO!!  Even though I can't possibly understand it, I believe it works and so I'll do it!!

This time we will look at just 11 verses in Acts chapter 9. We'll read the story of two miracles done by Peter - nobody could (or still can today!) understand them, but we know they truly happened because in each case everyone in the area saw and believed them and as a result, turned to God!


In Acts 9:32-42 we read that as Peter traveled around visiting different groups of believers, he came to the town of Lydda. There he found a man who had been paralyzed and in bed for 8 years!
Just imagine not being able to get out of bed and having to depend on other people to do everything for you!! Everyone knew the man, Aeneas, was paralyzed - but Peter KNEW that Jesus could heal him. He simply prayed and said in v.34: ..."Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat!" (NIV)  Aeneas didn't argue, or ask why, or say it was impossible....he believed Peter and trusted in Jesus, and so as he tried to get up, he suddenly found he was healed!  v.35 tells us that when everyone in Lydda saw it, they turned to God! No one doubted it was a miracle!

The story goes on to tell how some Christians in the nearby town of Joppa heard about it and came to ask Peter to pray for a good, kind Christian woman called Tabitha, who had just died. When Peter got to her house, lots of people were crying because she had helped so many people. v.40 tells us that Peter sent everyone out of the room, and prayed alone beside the dead body. Then he spoke to Tabitha and told her to get up. She opened her eyes and got up!! Everyone was amazed that the prayer had brought her back to life!  v.42 says; "This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord." (NIV)

Jesus had promised that his followers would do the same miracles as he had done if they would just believe and trust in him: “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father." John 14:12 (NLT)  He didn't tell us HOW they would be done!! He just told us to pray, believe and trust HIM! These two stories from Acts prove his words are true!
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