Monthly message for kids April 2020 – Amazing, Awesome Acts! (Part 7)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Last time we learned how Peter was miraculously set free from prison, even though he was chained between guards and behind locked doors. It was a miracle that happened so quietly and in such an incredible way, that even Peter could barely believe it and thought he was dreaming! One minute he was chained and locked up in prison, and just a few minutes later he was standing outside, free and without anyone else knowing! Today we're going to learn of another miraculous deliverance from prison - but this time God did it in a totally different way! You may already have heard this bible story as it is one that is very well known. It is the story of how Paul and Silas were set free from prison and you can read it in Acts 16:22-34.

Paul and Silas had been arrested for preaching and doing God's work in the town of Philippi. They were horribly beaten and then thrown down into the deepest, darkest part of the prison where their feet were fixed firmly into stocks (rough wooden blocks with holes for the feet). Even though they must have been very scared and hurting badly, they didn't panic or complain, but instead they encouraged themselves by singing songs of praise to God. Suddenly around midnight, God sent a miracle to set them free - but THIS time it was an earth-shaking one (literally!) that caught the attention of EVERYONE! An earthquake shook the whole prison so hard that ALL the doors were opened, and all the stocks and chains binding the prisoners were broken off them!!! But no-one was killed or even hurt!!

Everyone had been set free - and so the jailer was about to kill himself because he knew the authorities would blame HIM! But Paul shouted out to him not to do it, and said that they were still there and hadn't run away. The jailer recognized that this was not an ordinary earthquake, and that Paul and Silas were not ordinary prisoners! So he begged them to tell him what he needed to do to be saved. In v.31 we read the answer: "They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with everyone in your household.” (NLT)  It goes on to say that Paul and Silas went on to tell him and his family all about Jesus and how to be saved. The jailer then immediately washed and cared for their wounds, and took them into his home where he gave them food and celebrated joyfully with his family.

If we find ourselves in a very difficult, scary situation, we should remember that we are not alone, and our Heavenly Father is right there with us, ready to help us. Sometimes that help comes in a quiet, very improbable way so that somehow we get through it and don't even really know how it happened! But other times, God intervenes in a very amazing way that gives us a great testimony to tell and encourage others! No matter how, God is faithful to help us!
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