Monthly message for kids June 2020 – Brilliant Bible Battles  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

There are many stories of battles in the Bible. Almost all are found in the Old Testament, perhaps because Jesus tells us to love one another and even to love our enemies. But sometimes we find we are in a battle, fighting against evil forces. We can learn many helpful things from studying the Bible stories of battles that God's people fought. Perhaps the first real battle that we can read about is found in Exodus 17:8-13. After hundreds of years of living in Egypt, the Israelites had multiplied to number over 2 million, yet they had been slaves for so long that they had no experience of being soldiers or fighting battles.


God miraculously delivered them from Egypt and opened up the Red Sea for them to travel through the Sinai desert in order to get to the Promised Land of Canaan. He provided miraculous food (manna) for them each day, and also gave them water miraculously from a big rock after He told Moses to strike it with his special rod. But then suddenly the Israelites were attacked by a fierce tribe called the Amalek (who were descendants of Jacob's brother, Esau). They must have been terrified. They had no real weapons and had never fought a battle before!

Moses sent Joshua to choose men to fight the enemy, while he stood on a high hill overlooking the battlefield. As he watched the fighting begin, Moses held up his hand holding his special rod high above his head. God had used that rod many times before to do miracles - such as to send plagues on the Egyptians, and to hold back the waters of the Red Sea. The Israelites had walked across on dry land, but then the Egyptians were all drowned trying to follow. Now Moses used the rod again as he watched the fighting and prayed for God's help.

Aaron and Hur went up on the hill with Moses, and they saw that as long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning the battle. But whenever his arms got tired and he let down his hands, the enemy began to win! So Aaron and Hur decided to help. They found a big rock for Moses to sit on, and then they each took hold of one of his hands to help him keep his hands held high. The battle lasted all day, but finally as the sun started to go down, Joshua and the Israelites beat the Amalek and won the battle! God told Moses to write it down in a book so that everyone could remember - and we could read it thousands of years later!


Sometimes in a battle against our enemy (Satan) we get tired, but if we all do our part to help one another not give up, and keep trusting in God, we can win the battle! For many of us right now, it is like we are fighting a battle against the Covid-19 virus. Let's be encouraged by this story and help one another to trust God to help us get the victory!
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