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Our final exciting story in this series is found in Acts 27-28. It is a wonderful example of how, even in the midst of terrifying and desperate situations, we can be assured that God has everything under control and will bring us through safely to accomplish His plan for our life. It is one of the last stories we read in this exciting book of the Bible, and is about Paul. In previous chapters we read many stories of how Paul boldly shared the Gospel, performed miracles, and trusted God in the middle of frightening and dangerous situations. But as a result, he was finally arrested and sent to Rome to be imprisoned and punished.


We start reading the story in Acts 27 and learn that Paul (and some other prisoners) were in the charge of Roman guards, and were put on ships to travel to Italy. It was a long and difficult journey, and the weather was getting worse as winter was approaching. The Roman soldier in charge would not listen to Paul's warning, but wanted to get closer to Italy before they had to stop for winter. But soon a terrible storm hit them that terrified everyone and didn't let up for two weeks! They all thought they would die but Paul spoke up to encourage them, saying that God had sent an angel to him saying that he would indeed stand before Caesar in Rome, and so he, and everyone else on the ship would survive the storm (Acts 27:23-26). It is exciting to read how that came to pass, and how they ended up being shipwrecked on the island of Malta.

But what happened next was very surprising! The people of Malta came down to the beach to help them and a big bonfire was built because they were very cold and soaking wet. As Paul was picking up sticks to throw on the fire, a poisonous snake crawled out and bit his hand! (Acts 28:3). The people saw it and immediately said that the gods must be angry that the prisoner, Paul, had survived the storm, so they had sent the snake to kill him instead! But Paul didn't panic because he KNEW he had to go to Rome, so he just shook off the snake into the fire and carried on working! Everyone watched and waited for him to swell up and die from the poison, but of course it didn't happen! So then the people decided Paul must be a god instead, and the head man of the island invited Paul and the others to stay in his home.
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The head man's father was very ill, and so Paul went in to pray for him, and the man was immediately healed. So then all the other sick people on the island came and were healed! Paul and the others stayed there telling everyone about Jesus for three months, before setting sail in another ship to take them to Italy and Rome. God didn't just save Paul from the shipwreck, He used it to enable Paul to preach to the sailors and all the people of Malta. Let's remember this when bad things happen to us - we can trust that God will help us get through and also maybe use those times for others to come to know Jesus as well!
