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As we think of different famous battles in the Bible, probably the one we are most familiar with is the Battle of Jericho, found in Joshua 6. As the Israelites arrived at the border of the land promised to them by God, they were faced with the impossible task of conquering the city of Jericho, with its huge walls. They had no idea how they could attack it, but listened and obeyed God's strange command to march around the city in silence for 7 days. If you don't know the story, you should read it because it is truly amazing! But perhaps you have read it dozens of times and are very familiar with it - it's tempting to not pay attention as we go through it again, but I believe we can learn some helpful things that will encourage us as we face similar "impossible" situations in our own life (such as some now do with the continued battle with the Covid-19 virus which is increasing terribly in some countries, such as India).

In Joshua 6:2-5, God told Joshua, the leader of the Israelites, exactly what to do. Probably the most important point in the story is that the people turned to God for help and then did exactly what He told them to! The fighting men had to march around the city every day for 6 days - I can imagine what some of them must have thought about that! How silly! What a waste of time and how exhausting in the desert heat! In v.10 we read: “Do not shout; do not even talk,” Joshua commanded. “Not a single word from any of you until I tell you to shout. Then shout!” (NLT). So they couldn't even complain about it! But in such desperate situations, it is important to pray for our leaders and trust that God is guiding them - and sometimes that means obeying rules that may be uncomfortable and seem silly to us!
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On the 7th day, Joshua told them to march around the city SIX times in silence, and then the 7th time as they marched, the priests had to blow their horns and all the people could shout a battle cry because God had given them the city. I'm sure none of the Israelites, even Joshua, knew what would happen next! Maybe they thought God would send down fire from heaven to kill all the people of Jericho, as He had done once before in the desert (Numbers 11:1). Or perhaps the ground would open up and swallow the city, similar to what God had done once before (Numbers 16:31-33). But Joshua 6:20 says: "When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight into the town and captured it." (NLT)

When we are in a scary battle, we don't know how it will turn out, but we should all do our best to follow what our leaders tell us; yet above everything, we must put our trust in God because He can take care of us. He can help us win the battle in ways that we could never imagine or understand! He loves us and will guide us and give us strength through every battle we must face!
