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Monthly message for kids August 2020 – Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 3)  
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Once the Israelites began living in the Promised Land, we see that they gradually lost their focus on God. As each generation turned away from God and instead started worshipping other gods and idols, God allowed their enemies to rise up against them. The book of Judges tells the stories of how the people would finally cry out to God again for help, and He would send special leaders to help them drive out the enemies and be restored to God once more. Judges chapters 6-8 tell us about Gideon, who is most well-known for "testing" God's word with a sheep's fleece, and having his army reduced from 32,000 to only 300 yet winning the victory over the enemy numbering 135,000! (Judges 8:10) The story of that amazing battle is well worth reading again, but right now I want to take a closer look at the man, Gideon.

After 7 years of other tribes attacking the Israelites and stealing their crops, a prophet told them it was because they had turned away from God. One night while Gideon was secretly threshing wheat in a winepress to hide it from the enemy, the Angel of the Lord came to him calling him a "mighty man of courage"! But Gideon felt far from that! He felt that God had abandoned the Israelites, and explained that he, personally, was not only from the poorest family, but was the least important in that family! But the Lord assured him he would overcome the enemy. Gideon still doubted, and asked for a special sign to prove it. While the angel waited, Gideon went off to prepare a goat for sacrifice (not a quick task!). Once the offering was made, the angel made fire come up from the rock to consume the sacrifice - convincing Gideon.

God then told Gideon to destroy the altars built to Baal and other gods by his father and others in the town. Gideon was afraid, so only did so at night, thinking no-one would know it was him. But the townspeople found out and wanted to kill him. His father said that if destroying the altars made Baal mad, let Baal himself punish Gideon - of course it didn't happen! But the Holy Spirit came over Gideon and gave him courage (Judges 6:34). So Gideon called for fighting men to come from other tribes of Israel. He still had doubts and so he did the famous "fleece test".

Judges 7 relates the story of how God reduced Gideon's army from 32,000 to only 300, and how God allowed Gideon to overhear the interpretation of a dream foreseeing Israel's victory, thus encouraging Gideon even more. The victory was undoubtedly given by God as when Gideon's unarmed army shouted and blew trumpets, the enemy panicked and killed one another! Through Gideon's obedient leadership, Israel returned to God and had peace for 40 years. What we learn from this is that God has patience with us. He has big plans for each of us, but really understands our fears and weakness. He helps us grow in strength and faith as we put our trust in Him step by step, and find we CAN obey Him!
