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God had His plan for the Jewish people through the ages, and even though not all the kings recognized and worshipped God (as had King Saul and King David) God never gave up on them. David's son, Solomon, was very wise and built up Israel to be strong and powerful, but sadly the nation soon split into two kingdoms because of jealousy, disputes and turning away from God to other idols. The northern kingdom of Israel chose Samaria as its new capital, while Jerusalem remained the capital of the kingdom of Judah, and both kingdoms were at times led by good kings, but other times by wicked idolatrous kings. I Kings chapter 12 begins the story of these divided kingdoms, and we can read of many battles between the two kingdoms as well as with neighboring kingdoms. We learn that God raised up special men of God (prophets) like Elijah and Elisha to encourage the good kings, but to warn the wicked kings.


Sometimes God did miracles to influence the outcome of a battle - saving His people from an impossible situation. Yet at other times, He allowed the armies of a wicked king (such as King Ahab) to win incredible victories over their foreign enemies in order to prove that God has supreme power over everything - giving opportunity for repentance and return from idolatry. There are many such fascinating stories found in the books of Kings and Chronicles. One in particular is found in 2 Kings 6:14. Joram was king over Israel and was wicked, like his father Ahab, and worshipped idols. But whenever the king of Syria planned an attack, God showed the prophet Elisha where the attack would happen, and King Joram would send troops to protect the area. This made the King of Syria angry, so he found out that Elisha was staying in the city of Dothan and sent his great army to surround it during the night so they could kill Elisha. In the morning, Elisha's servant got up and saw all the horses, chariots and soldiers surrounding the city and was naturally terrified. He went to Elisha, but the prophet had his heart firmly trusting in God and gave the famous response: "Don't be afraid, those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 2 Kings 6:16. Elisha went on to pray for God to "open the eyes" of his servant so that he could see the true situation - and then the young man was able to see that the whole mountain was filled with heavenly horses and chariots of fire to protect them.
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The story goes on to tell how the Syrian army was blinded as they attacked, and Elisha led them all the way to Samaria (10 miles away!) where their eyes were opened and they realized they were right in the middle of their enemies! Elisha told King Joram not to kill them, but instead to feed them and send them back to Syria, which he did. God loves His people so much that even when they go astray, He still helps them because He wants them to realize that He IS supreme. When we find ourselves in a frightening, impossible situation, let's remember Elijah's response and keep our trust in God.
