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Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 1)


There are many stories of battles in the Bible. Almost all are found in the Old Testament, perhaps because Jesus tells us to love one another and even to love our enemies. But sometimes we find we are in a battle, fighting against evil forces. We can learn many helpful things from studying the Bible stories of battles that God's people fought. Perhaps the first real battle that we can read about is found in Exodus 17:8-13. After hundreds of years of living in Egypt, the Israelites had multiplied to number over 2 million, yet they had been slaves for so long that they had no experience of being soldiers or fighting battles.


God miraculously delivered them from Egypt and opened up the Red Sea for them to travel through the Sinai desert in order to get to the Promised Land of Canaan. He provided miraculous food (manna) for them each day, and also gave them water miraculously from a big rock after He told Moses to strike it with his special rod. But then suddenly the Israelites were attacked by a fierce tribe called the Amalek (who were descendants of Jacob's brother, Esau). They must have been terrified. They had no real weapons and had never fought a battle before!


Moses sent Joshua to choose men to fight the enemy, while he stood on a high hill overlooking the battlefield. As he watched the fighting begin, Moses held up his hand holding his special rod high above his head. God had used that rod many times before to do miracles - such as to send plagues on the Egyptians, and to hold back the waters of the Red Sea. The Israelites had walked across on dry land, but then the Egyptians were all drowned trying to follow. Now Moses used the rod again as he watched the fighting and prayed for God's help.


Aaron and Hur went up on the hill with Moses, and they saw that as long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning the battle. But whenever his arms got tired and his hands dropped, the enemy began to win! So Aaron and Hur decided to help. They found a big rock for Moses to sit on, and each took hold of one of his hands to keep his hands held high. The battle lasted all day, but finally as the sun started to go down, Joshua and the Israelites beat the Amalek and won the battle! God told Moses to write it down in a book so that everyone could remember - and we could read it thousands of years later!


Sometimes in a battle against our enemy (Satan) we get tired, but if we all do our part to help one another not give up, and keep trusting in God, we can win the battle! For many of us right now, it is like we are fighting a battle against the Covid-19 virus. Let's be encouraged by this story and help one another to trust God to help us get the victory!
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Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 2)

As we think of different famous battles in the Bible, probably the one we are most familiar with is the Battle of Jericho, found in Joshua 6. As the Israelites arrived at the border of the land promised to them by God, they were faced with the impossible task of conquering the city of Jericho, with its huge walls. They had no idea how they could attack it, but listened and obeyed God's strange command to march around the city in silence for 7 days. If you don't know the story, you should read it because it is truly amazing! But perhaps you have read it dozens of times and are very familiar with it - it's tempting to not pay attention as we go through it again, but I believe we can learn some helpful things that will encourage us as we face similar "impossible" situations in our own life (such as some now do with the continued battle with the Covid-19 virus which is increasing terribly in some countries, such as India).


In Joshua 6:2-5, God told Joshua, the leader of the Israelites, exactly what to do. Probably the most important point in the story is that the people turned to God for help and then did exactly what He told them to! The fighting men had to march around the city every day for 6 days - I can imagine what some of them must have thought about that! How silly! What a waste of time and how exhausting in the desert heat! In v.10 we read: “Do not shout; do not even talk,” Joshua commanded. “Not a single word from any of you until I tell you to shout. Then shout!” (NLT). So they couldn't even complain about it! But in such desperate situations, it is important to pray for our leaders and trust that God is guiding them - and sometimes that means obeying rules that may be uncomfortable and seem silly to us!


On the 7th day, Joshua told them to march around the city SIX times in silence, and then the 7th time as they marched, the priests had to blow their horns and all the people could shout a battle cry because God had given them the city. I'm sure none of the Israelites, even Joshua, knew what would happen next! Maybe they thought God would send down fire from heaven to kill all the people of Jericho, as He had done once before in the desert (Numbers 11:1). Or perhaps the ground would open up and swallow the city, similar to what God had done once before (Numbers 16:31-33). But Joshua 6:20 says: "When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight into the town and captured it." (NLT)
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When we are in a scary battle, we don't know how it will turn out, but we should all do our best to follow what our leaders tell us; yet above everything, we must put our trust in God because He can take care of us. He can help us win the battle in ways that we could never imagine or understand! He loves us and will guide us and give us strength through every battle we must face!

Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 3)


Once the Israelites began living in the Promised Land, we see that they gradually lost their focus on God. As each generation turned away from God and instead started worshipping other gods and idols, God allowed their enemies to rise up against them. The book of Judges tells the stories of how the people would finally cry out to God again for help, and He would send special leaders to help them drive out the enemies and be restored to God once more. Judges chapters 6-8 tell us about Gideon, who is most well-known for "testing" God's word with a sheep's fleece, and having his army reduced from 32,000 to only 300 yet winning the victory over the enemy numbering 135,000! (Judges 8:10) The story of that amazing battle is well worth reading again, but right now I want to take a closer look at the man, Gideon.


After 7 years of other tribes attacking the Israelites and stealing their crops, a prophet told them it was because they had turned away from God. One night while Gideon was secretly threshing wheat in a winepress to hide it from the enemy, the Angel of the Lord came to him calling him a "mighty man of courage"! But Gideon felt far from that! He felt that God had abandoned the Israelites, and explained that he, personally, was not only from the poorest family, but was the least important in that family! But the Lord assured him he would overcome the enemy. Gideon still doubted, and asked for a special sign to prove it. While the angel waited, Gideon went off to prepare a goat for sacrifice (not a quick task!). Once the offering was made, the angel made fire come up from the rock to consume the sacrifice - convincing Gideon.


God then told Gideon to destroy the altars built to Baal and other gods by his father and others in the town. Gideon was afraid, so only did so at night, thinking no-one would know it was him. But the townspeople found out and wanted to kill him. His father said that if destroying the altars made Baal mad, let Baal himself punish Gideon - of course it didn't happen! But the Holy Spirit came over Gideon and gave him courage (Judges 6:34). So Gideon called for fighting men to come from other tribes of Israel. He still had doubts and so he did the famous "fleece test".
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Judges 7 relates the story of how God reduced Gideon's army from 32,000 to only 300, and how God allowed Gideon to overhear the interpretation of a dream foreseeing Israel's victory, thus encouraging Gideon even more. The victory was undoubtedly given by God as when Gideon's unarmed army shouted and blew trumpets, the enemy panicked and killed one another! Through Gideon's obedient leadership, Israel returned to God and had peace for 40 years. What we learn from this is that God has patience with us. He has big plans for each of us, but really understands our fears and weakness. He helps us grow in strength and faith as we put our trust in Him step by step, and find we CAN obey Him!

Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 4)

In the Promised Land, although God ruled over the Israelites speaking through prophets, the people wanted to be like their neighbors and have a king, so God gave them Saul. The king usually led his army into battle against the enemy, but in 1 Samuel 17 we read the story of when the Philistines, led by a mighty warrior named Goliath, came to fight against the Israelites. He was a giant of a man, almost 10 feet tall, and was exceptionally strong. He was the hero of the Philistines and offered Israel a challenge - he would fight whichever man they chose to represent them, and whoever lost, his people would accept defeat and surrender to the other side. It was a huge responsibility! King Saul and his men had fought in many battles, but NO-ONE wanted to fight against Goliath! Many people are willing to fight in a battle alongside their friends and countrymen, and each person does his part to help his people win the victory. But to be willing to stand up ALONE and fight a battle takes much more courage! ...and even more so with the responsibility of having the whole nation suffer and become slaves if you lose! Even King Saul was not willing to fight for his country. 


But as we read this famous story, we see that there was ONE person who stepped up bravely - the youth, David. He was the youngest of eight boys in his family, yet he was used to being alone when he was out watching the sheep on the hillsides. In fact once the sheep had been attacked by a lion, and later by a bear, and David had fought each animal alone to save his sheep. He knew that it was God who helped him each time, and so when he heard Goliath cursing God it made him angry and determined to fight the giant, just as he had fought the lion and bear.


The story is famous - the two "men" facing each other while the thousands of soldiers on both sides watched in fear and nervousness. Goliath was HUGE and wearing enormous heavy armor, bragging about his strength and cursing David and God. The youth, David, was so small and boyish that he couldn't even walk properly in the king's armor, so had removed it, preferring to trust his simple slingshot. Even with no help from Man, David knew he could trust in God's help. He remembered how God had helped him in the past. He BELIEVED God would help him now to save his people! He did not allow the sights and sounds of Goliath make him fear or doubt! He carefully made his move and did his part by slinging the stone - and God gave him the victory!

[image: image4.png]~
N
oyl





What a wonderful encouragement and help to our faith that is! Even if we find ourselves alone, we know we can rely on God to strengthen and help us get the victory no matter how frightening the circumstances may appear to be!

Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 5)


God had His plan for the Jewish people through the ages, and even though not all the kings worshipped God (as had King Saul and King David) God never gave up on them. David's son, Solomon, was very wise and built up Israel to be strong and powerful, but sadly the nation soon split into two kingdoms because of jealousy, disputes and turning away from God to other idols. The northern kingdom of Israel chose Samaria as its new capital, while Jerusalem remained the capital of the kingdom of Judah. Both kingdoms were at times led by good kings, but other times by wicked idolatrous kings. I Kings chapter 12 begins the story of these divided kingdoms, and we read of many battles between the two kingdoms as well as with neighboring kingdoms. We learn that God raised up special men of God (prophets) like Elijah and Elisha to encourage the good kings, and warn the wicked kings.


Sometimes God did miracles to influence the outcome of a battle - saving His people from an impossible situation. Yet at other times, He allowed the armies of a wicked king (such as King Ahab) to win incredible victories over their enemies in order to prove that God has supreme power over everything - giving opportunity for repentance and return from idolatry. There are many such surprising stories found in the books of Kings and Chronicles. One in particular is found in 2 Kings 6:14. Joram was king over Israel and was wicked, like his father Ahab, and worshipped idols. But whenever the king of Syria planned an attack, God showed the prophet Elisha where the attack would happen, and King Joram would send troops to protect the area. This made the King of Syria angry, so he found out that Elisha was staying in the city of Dothan and sent his great army to surround it during the night so they could kill Elisha. In the morning, Elisha's servant got up and saw all the horses, chariots and soldiers surrounding the city and was terrified. He went to Elisha, but the prophet had his heart firmly trusting in God and gave the famous response: "Don't be afraid, those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 2 Kings 6:16. Elisha prayed for God to "open the eyes" of his servant so that he could see the true situation - and then the young man was able to see that the whole mountain was filled with heavenly horses and chariots of fire to protect them.
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The story goes on to tell how the Syrian army was blinded as they attacked, and Elisha led them all the way to Samaria (10 miles away!) where their eyes were opened and they realized they were right in the middle of their enemies! Elisha told King Joram not to kill them, but instead to feed them and send them back to Syria, which he did. God loves His people so much that even when they go astray, He still helps them because He wants them to realize that He IS supreme. When we find ourselves in a frightening, impossible situation, let's remember Elijah's response and keep our trust in God.

Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 6)

When you think of an "angel" what do you picture in your mind? Perhaps a beautiful sparkly angel like you might find on the top of a Christmas tree, or maybe a cute little smiling cherub like on a Valentine's card. In the Bible we read stories of angels and often they appeared to people just as regular human beings (such as the three that came to Abraham in Genesis 18) - they seemed "normal" until they spoke a special message from God, accompanied by a miraculous occurrence! The shepherds in Bethlehem saw hundreds of bright shining angels in the sky singing praises to God at the birth of Jesus; yet Peter was led out of prison miraculously by an angel who was obviously very quiet since none of the guards saw them! Last time our story told of an army of unseen angels ready to fight the battle to protect God's prophet Elisha, but our story today tells of a battle that was won by just ONE angel!


In 2 Kings 19 we read about Hezekiah who was a godly king of Judah and trusted in God. He led the people back to worship God and destroyed all the idols and sacred high places throughout the land. He fought and won against the Philistines, and when the Assyrians attacked Samaria and carried off the people of Israel to Assyria, Hezekiah was determined not to submit to them. When the Assyrian army came to Jerusalem, they began to insult and mock God and Hezekiah's faith in God. The prophet Isaiah spoke a word of encouragement to the king, foretelling that the Assyrian king would return to his country and be killed there. So Hezekiah prayed earnestly to God to save them and show all the world that He is the one true God by defeating the Assyrians. God answered the king through Isaiah saying: "... I will defend this city and save it for my sake and for the sake of David my servant." v.34 (NIV)


In the next verses we read what happened: "That night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there." It goes on to say that once home, the king was killed by two of his own sons, just as God had prophesied.
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So in one night the angel killed 185,000 enemy soldiers! Wow! That is one powerful angel! Far more powerful than any super hero! Sometimes when we are in the middle of a frightening or desperate situation we forget just HOW powerful our God is. God heard the desperate prayer of the faithful king and acted in a miraculous way. Never forget that He loves ALL His children (including YOU!) just as much, so you can pray to Him and know He hears and will help you!
Brilliant Bible Battles (Part 7)

Our final story in this series tells of yet another miraculous deliverance from a hopelessly impossible situation - and gives us great encouragement for this very troubled time that we find ourselves in today in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. We can read the story in 2 Chronicles chapter 20, which tells of when Jehoshaphat was king of Judah. He was a godly king who restored justice and brought the people back to worshipping God. But one day he learned that a huge army was coming to attack him in Jerusalem. It included armies from several of the surrounding people who had united together against God's people. The king was terrified and immediately called for all the people to fast and pray, and many people gathered together in Jerusalem to do so. The king prayed and begged for God's help: "O our God, won’t you stop them? We are powerless against this mighty army that is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are looking to you for help.” v.12  (NLT). The next verse tells us that all the people stood there and prayed - men, women and even little children.


Then God spoke to them all through a prophet: "... Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but God’s..... you will not even need to fight. Take your positions; then stand still and watch the Lord’s victory. He is with you..." v.15-17. We read that the next day King Jehoshaphat led his army out to meet the enemy, but sent the priests and singers in front to lead them, singing praise to God. At the very moment they began to sing and give praise, the Lord caused the enemy armies to start fighting among themselves. The different armies turned against each other and every one of them was killed! So when the army of Judah arrived at the lookout point in the wilderness, all they saw were dead bodies lying on the ground as far as they could see. Not a single one of the enemy had escaped! Although it was an impossible situation, God gave His people the victory.
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We may not be surrounded by enemies and have to fight a war; but we may be surrounded by a frightening and impossible situation, and so this story can still encourage us. We may be powerless, but we can look to God for help. If we stand firm in our faith, and focus on praising our Heavenly Father, we can know that He is with us and can give us the victory. Satan met Jesus in the wilderness and tempted him when he was at his weakest - yet Satan had to flee when Jesus spoke God's Word to him! Then, on the cross, Jesus gave his own life so that each and every one of us could have eternal life. God showed He has power even over the grave by resurrecting Jesus - so that even if death comes to us, we have the victory over it and go to live with Jesus forever! 

